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FOR  PEACE ! 

FOR  tHE  defence  of  THE 

SOVIET  UNION! 

, (Sf***^  at  the  Scvmth  Congfcsi  of  the  Cl  )* 

By  ANDRE  MARTY 


j THE  1 ‘ **  EUROPE 

I shall  l«">  l-y  re;niii<luiK  you  that  o„  ,lle  m 
'pcrialisl  »w  »;«  in  1-  ranco  .,*<1  to  c„,„„ar,. 

' V>”e  ^ .'"“.o  ";,lki,,K  »lo»n5  with  K.t., 

£S».  I"  J“VuS-  ",7<‘  ,,u’  «>»M  i,  thy 

S,g.WOy.  ,s ,h“  <axM  Cr"nu,aK  " l><*  arc  walking  around 

with  lighted  t°rch«-s- 

1„  our  opinion,  four  essential  factors  characterise  the  inter 
national  situation  at  the  present  lime  : ter 

\.  Tin  unprecedented  economic  crisis,  which  for  seven 
years  has  held  the  imperialists  by  the  throat,  by  that  very  fact 
gompellinK  them  to  increase  their  efforts  to  conquer  new  markets. 

a.  The  coming  of  fascism  to  power  hi  Germany,  with  all 
that  this  event  implies  in  the  way  of  chauvinist  incitement  and 
Intensified  preparation  for  war. 


y The  development  of  the  Soviet  revolution  in  China  and 
parallel  with  it,  Japan’s  predatory  war  in  China,  also  aimed  at 
the  Soviet  Union, 

4.  The  final  and  irrevocable  victory  of  Socialism  in  the  Soviet 
Uuion-  Hence  a constantly  growing  contradiction  between  the 
livo  systems  : Socialist  ami  capitalist. 

And  thus  it  is  that  /io/bcds  of  war,  some  of  them  already 
aflame,  are  appearing  all  over  the  imperialist  world  which  is  in 
full  decline. 

They  can  be  characterised  as  follows,  in  fact : 

hi  Europe,  it  is  German  imperialism  which  is  obviously  the 
major  fomentor  of  war  at  the  present  time. 


* Abridged. 


i 


in  Africa,  it  is  Italian  imperialism  against  \i 
competition  for  tin's  lattei  roumty  phivs  thi-  ^ 
present  time  that  win.  played  hy  the  conip^titi0^Jnt‘  r<*k  . 
the  we  of  t Qi-J  • 1,1  -Mof,  11  'ht. 

’ jT 

In  Central  and  South  America,  the  inijn-ri  r 
engaged  in  a bitter  struggle  which  is  from  time  t* 'r  l>an<Jiu 
the  guns  of  the  smaller  countries.  * ln,,v  sct,[  ‘ 

In  Asia,  where  the  cannon  of  Japanese  imperi  r 
fomentor  of  war,  have  already  been  thundering  f,  1^m'  liit:  ck- 
the  great  imperialist  pirates:  the  United  States  r t1lrefe 
France,  Germany  and  Italy  would  already  j,;i’  '^*at 

the  vast  country  of  China,  were  it  not  for  the  f„n,  • , nthJbvrM 
of  the  Soviet  Union  for  peace,  were  it  not  for  t,  mil,ab]e 
Chinese  Red  Army.  1 1Tl1Kht  fj(  ^ 

I shall  comment  upon  only  one  very  limited  ■ 
manifold  contradictions  and  threats  of  war,  vie.  tiro"*  ,h<s* 
Europe,  and  more  particularly,  the  most  advance , |C°nc<:.rr‘injf 
countries  of  Europe.  For  example,  I shall  not  deal  * Cai*’talfet 
with  the  Balkan  problems.  * 111 

Hitler  Fascism — The  Major  Fomentor  of  If/,.  i- 

lw  r.Hropc 

i.  The  Treaty  of  Versailles  satiated for  a time- 

victor  imperialisms,  particularly  France  and  Great  BritV  Certa*11 
as  a result,  German  imperialism,  " this  young  and  power  M 5Ut 
of  prey,”  has  been  made  even  hungrier  : it  was,  in  fact  d •*  - 
of  big  industrial  regions,  such  as  Alsace-Lorraine.  Upper 
Danzig,  etc.;  all  its  colonies  were  taken  from  it.  The  in  a**' 
monopolist  development  of  Germany  after  the  war,  the  „ 3r,. 
contradictions  between  its  productive  capacity  and  its  possiWH?8 
for  exporting  capital  were  bound  to  activizc  its  imperial  kt  ’*? 
annexationist  tendencies.  .an^ 

At  the  present  time  the  tremendous  means  of  production  of 
country  possessing  a powerful  industry  compel  German 
imperialism  to  make  every  effort  to  regain  and  conquer  the 
markets  without  which  it  must  suffocate.  And  that  is  wbJ> 
it  is  doing. 

2.  On  the  other  hand,  these  very  bandit  treaties  of  iQIg 
which  intensified  Germany’s  imperialist  ambitions  still  more 
offered  the  fascists  an  excellent  argument  for  fanning  a frantic 
chauvinism.  They  ascribed  all  the  misery  and  all  the  frightful 
suffering  of  the  German  proletariat  and  the  German  toilers  to 
Versailles  and  French  imperialism. 


« 


jt  was  for  the  fascists  to  excite  the  national  hatred 
rfo*  C3aies  of  the  people  when  Germany  had  to  pay  ovt.r 

of  raw  materials  and  such  precious  mean,  of 
aS  wood  and  coal,  when  n delivered  locomotives 

V*,'lCtI  ears  an^  s*11|,s  ‘ fIow  11  was  to  whip  up 

Jil^w  wave  when  the  starving  German  toilers,  whose 
hi^  .^rc  deprived  of  the  barest  necessities,  saw  milch  cows 


xvetc  deprived  o.  ^ necessities,  saw  milch  cows 

t-liildrC  s ^,,(1  poultry  turned  over  to  the  conquerors  ! 

(O'*  tf«itler  fascists  arc  compelled  to  want  war,  because  they 
rbL  most  reactionary  agents  of  German  imperialism,  and 
,lt  tl1  they  must  satisfy  the  intense  nationalist  current  that 
themselves  evoked,  developed  and  intensified  Peace 
titf  h the  death  of  Hitlerism,  That  is  whv  thee 


ey  are  again 


ttic  question  of  the  partition  of  Europe  and  of  the  world 
is  why  they  are  insolently  celebrating  the  65th  anniversary 

Vgrupp  at  the  lirescnt  t,mc-  That  55  why  they  glorify  the 
0*  * rfts  **  of  this  “ cannon  king,”  this  king  of  slaughterers 
"J*  is  why  Germany's  enormous  production  apparatus  is  en- 
•dv  devoted,  at  the  present  time,  to  the  frenzied  preparation  of 
: nstrous  massacres  for  which  its  general  staff  asks  only  a few 
^nths  of  preparation.  That  is  also  why  the  terror  is  being 
‘“doubled  against  the  revolutionary  proletarians  of  Germany, 
wins*  our  heroic  sister  party,  against  all  resistance  to  the  Nazi 
tutorship,  in  order  to  safeguard  the  rear. 

gainst  Whom  Are  the  Hitlerite  Preparations  Primarily  Aimed? 

jt  is  true  that  Austria  remains  one  of  the  points  most  coveted 
b . flitlerism;  it  is  true  that  fascist  Germany  has  not  decided  to 
allow  French  imperialism  to  digest  Alsace-Lorraine,  Morocco, 
5vria  and  the  Cameroons  in  peace.  It  says  so,  and  it  is  making 
its  preparations. 

Hut  the  chauvinistic  fascist  propaganda  that  cries  out:  ” A 
jeople  without  room,”  adds  “ Room  in  the  East.”  “ Towards 
the  East,”  declared  Hitler  in  My  Struggle.  “ Towards  the 
gast,”  declared  Rosenberg  in  London.  The  East  means  not  the 
gigantic  landed  estates  of  the  Prussian  landowners,  but  the  Soviet 
Union.  It  is  there  above  all  that  Hitler  fascism  sees  the  easiest 
field  of  expansion.  It  hopes  thus  to  kill  two  birds  with  one  stone  : 
first,  to  gain  new  markets,  new  points  of  support;  and  second,  to 
strike  at  and  crush  the  land  of  the  proletarian  revolution,  the 
Laqd  of  Socialism,  the  Soviet  Union.  Thus,  in  this  war  against 
Socialism,  it  hopes  to  be  able  to  group  the  greatest  number  of 
imperialist  powers  around  it  more  easily, 
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The  Socialist  Beacon 

Now,  what  docs  the  Soviet  Union  rcprc*i>vit  > 

! on  in  suit!  that  : 


In  M, 


To-tlay , it  is  chiefly  through  our  ccon 
influence  the  world  revolution. 


°T,,Uc  Poliev  ,, 
Jn  thi-  ■ ■-  'h 


*$1* 


struggle  has  ticcli  Carried  into  the  world  arena  n„  V 

is  solved,  wc  shall  certainly  and  dcfiaitelv  Ce  ll,i»  r»Vvi11** 

J c°PUUtr  , b,**i 


international  scale.” 


Sli 


It  was  indeed  the  |*olicy  of  expropriating  the  CX1, 
even  in  1910  attracted  the  sympathy  of  ianum  .*  r'*l0rsUi 
towards  the  Soviet  Union.  To-day,  this  current  j.**®**  ME! 
another  way.  It  is  impossible  to  prevent  the  work-* -'nful  in 
toilers  of  the  capitalist  world  from  askinK  <b, 

poverty  in  their  country,  and  well-being  in  the  Soy-  lhtrt  is 
It  is  impossible  to  prevent  them  from  realising  that*'  ^niot! 
overthrow  of  capital’s  regime  that  is  at  the  bottom*,  Vs  lht 
ferencc  between  the  two  systems.  It  is  impossible  to  ****  El- 


even the  intellectuals  and  the  scientists  from  turnin'/  1 rtVtf|t 

the  Soviet  Union,  since  they  see  the  unprecedented  ailv'"4^' 

science  and  culture  in  the  Land  of  the  Soviets  aml'tl  . Ct  °1 
* t 1 * * ■ ■ _ Hi  . , x uieir 

111  1 ri  ll  PAll/il#  liin  i f « I Ki1!  Afini  I n 1 1 i’f  1 1 h \ I-  k.  ■ . 


miserable  condition  in  the  capitalist  countries,  except  for  °l'a 
engaged  in  war  research.  r 

Finally,  at  a time  when  oppression  of  the  colonial  peoni 
constantly  growing  in  ferocity,  the  free  federation  of  iSsrJ0','' 
in  the  Soviet  Union  is  the  hope  of  millions  of  colonial  slaves^*  ** 

Thus,  the  building  of  Socialism  in  the  U.S.S.R.  eonstit 
gigantic  magnet  whose  power  of  attraction  uj>on  the  toil  ^ 
of  all  the  world  is  steadily  growing.  It  is  by  far  the  most  powers 
explosive  that  the  romantic  revolutionaries  of  long  ago  could 
ever  have  dreamed  of  to  blow  tip  the  regime  of  exploitation  a 1 
hunger. 

A few  more  years  and  the  mere  portrayal  of  the  well-being 
and  the  joy  of  life  in  the  new  Socialist  world,  the  mere  prot*. 
ganda  by  pictures  and  by  delegations  of  toilers  come  to  visit 
the  Land  of  the  Soviets,  will  evoke  forces  that  no  dyke  of  the 
old  imperialist  world  will  be  able  to  hold  back  any  longer. 

The  imperialists  of  the  whole  world  know  this,  particularly 
their  most  chauvinist  and  most  reactionary  elements,  that  is 
to  say,  the  fascists.  That  is  why  these  vultures,  these  hired 
slaughterers  of  big  capital,  are  animated  by  the  most  savage 
hatred  of  the  Soviet  Union.  That  is  why  the  most  fiendish 


tj,e  Hitlerites,  in  t,l°  destruction  of  the  Soviet 
„c  out  uf  their  catastrophic  economic  situation  the 
» w*Jf  the  needs  of  Oertnar  imperialism,  as  well  as  the 
y&ti0"  of  their  most  dangerous  enemy,  the  [.and  of  the 
f‘(fOCti0Vrhe  I .and  of  the  Soviets,  whose  very  existence  is  a 

S*eUi'  anneal  to  m,lhons  V-  ,prO  CVa.nans  crushed  under  their 

‘,rist®nt  ‘I1  bestial  fascist  dictatorship.  That  is  why  Hitler 
£,**!>'  "n:s  the  principal  fomentor  of  war  and  the  instigator  of 
tier*1*1"1'  irfnre  against  the  Soviet  I.  nion  in  Europe  at  the 

time- 

! .rHIr  COMMUNIST  international  fights 

FOR  PEACE 

U1  like  to  demonstrate  how  and  why  the  Co»n»iMnisi 
Jt(r„ati<>nal  and  ti,C  SoVUt  f mon  are  formidable  strongholds 

of 1*1 1< /(if miafioMflj  is  fighting  for  peace  ami  infi'itd.f 
all  its  forces  to  maintain  it. 

it  crtPP 
lVUyf 

Because  sear  involves  slaughter  and  nameless  sufferings 
1 the  toilers,  and  profits  and  monstrous  super-profits  for 

ttbitalism‘ 

For  the  workers  and  peasants  1914  to  1918  meant  twenty 
llion  dead,  thirty  million  maimed,  ruin  and  devastation  of 
"heir  homes.  But  for  the  Krupps  and  the  Schneiders,  the 
R thlehem  Steels  and  the  Vickers — billions  in  surplus  profits 
Jver  before  attained.  I11  the  United  States,  for  example,  the 
ju  Pont  Company  (explosives)  figured  its  war  profits  in  iqiS  at 
m6  000,000,  dollars,  or  1,130  per  cent,  of  the  pre-war  profits! 
Numerous  scandals  throughout  the  world,  especially  in  France, 
Germany  and  the  United  States,  have  sufficiently  proved  that 
during  the  last  world  war,  while  soldiers  guilty  of  fraternisation 
were  shot,  the  exploiters — for  whose  interests  they  were  sent  to 
the  slaughter — sold  “ the  enemy  ” the  raw  materials  and  the 
machines  it  lacked  to  continue  the  war  against  their  own 

country ! , 

And  more  recently  did  not  the  Senate  Inquiry  Committee  in 

Washington  prove  in  1934  that  Skoda— controlled  by  Schneider- 

furnished  large  quantities  of  arms  and  munitions  to  Hitler  to 

establish  his  dictatorship?  Did  not  the  same  Inquiry  Committee 

show  the  Aircraft  Company,  the  du  Pont  Company,  etc.,  at  work 

supplying  Hitler  with  large  deliveries  of  airplanes  and 

explosives  ? 
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possible  number  sliitightcrL-d  ill  Abyssinia  s,,  ' n*  ttH.  t* 

ns  possible  may  pass  through  the  caiml,  causinJ'i^  '"aiiy  **»( 

2.  li  ar  is  necessarily  military  dictators!,.,,  * 
counity.  **  °vcf  ^ 

Over  (he  whole  country  and  not  merely  j„ 
in  *914*18-  it  lias  been  well  established  jn  V'*  f<fW  r®girjr 
of  to  morrow  will  be  a total  war.  Jimp]’  - 'K‘l*  "'‘it  p/c’s  *i 

bard  men  t of  hip:  industrial  centres,  it  will  abolish??*1  »** 

Hon  between  civilians  and  the  military,  betwr  . , old  diir^' 

the  rear.  * cn  the  *-  lf|t- 


Hence,  imperialist  war  would  mean  the  dc  t ** 

vestiges  of  democratic  liberties,  wherever  thev  stilt 7Uefioa  of  n 
mean  the  suppression  of  the  rights  of  assoc  in?'*' il  ^ 
assembly,  of  freedom  for  the  labour  Press,  alrcidv  0,‘*  o}  lu 
It  would  mean  the  destruction  of  all  workers’  or*  ^ restr>ctJ 

a free  field  for  «*  ft****  ft  would  ^TtSSSSS^ 5 
111  the  exploitation  and  oppression  of  the  work  in  ^ lncttav. 

requisitions  at  low  prices  in  the  countryside  itR  ° ass*  at* 
rtximc  of  forced  labour  for  the  colonial  peoples  t °Uld  f*  * 
a million  times  as  great  as  in  1914-18,  it  would  mem  ,u  e*tent 
rule  of  the  gallows,  of  torture  and  murder  by  the  fascia  3tr0cir^ 

That  is  why  we  Communists,  stubborn  defenders  of 

is  left  of  democratic  liberties— these  positions  conquered  Ul”* 

struggle  by  the  working  class,  which  allow  the  work,!, 

to  defend  its  interests  better— are  likewise  stubborn  ,uf  '!*** 
of  peace.  ue*endet* 

As  for  the  countries  of  fascist  dictatorship,  war  there  wouW 
be  veritable  slavery  for  the  toilers,  aggravating  still  nior  f 
frightful  regime  they  are  subjected  to,  and  exhausting  thl  - 
war  production  to  the  ultimate  limits  of  human  endurance  “ 

3.  Who  paid  and  who  is  paying  the  costs  of  t he  im brti»r . 
great  war  of  1914-xS  ? 

Those  who  were  sent  to  the  slaughter  by  the  bourgeoisie  anrf 
by  the  abominable  treason  of  Social -Democracy— the  toilm 
victors  or  vanquished,  are  still  paying  to-day  all  the  costs 
through  their  reduced  wages  and  crushing  taxes. 

EVen  those  whom  the  bourgeoisie  wanted  to  win  over,  the  n. 
service  men,  these  victims  with  mangled  bodies,  with'  burned 
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. u blinded  eyes,  now  see  their  meagre  pensions  cut 
■ *,th  II  capitalist  countries. 

*%*<**£  capital***-  <>n  the  contrary-”  victors  " and  ••  van. 

whose  dividends  sky-rocketed  during  the  four  years 
have  invested  gigantic  Mims  in  new  modernised 
J&a*h  and  are  making  exorbitant  profits  from  them  in  spite 


Jib*  ,3'the  poor  have  sacrificed  everything,  and  are  paying 
v j»  sh°r  ’ s of  a war  that  served  only  the  interests  of  their 
tj,e  e*1*!  * The  rich  have  made  enormous  profits  in  this  gigantic 

>^of  destruction . 

cnterpnriali»t  wars  are  profitable  only  for  the  exploiters,  for  the 
^'r-ts*  they  bleed,  they  annihilate  the  proletarians,  the  toil- 
r&P3*  ’*  of  all  countries. 

^ ris  why  the  Communists  are  the  most  stubborn  fighters  for 
I b,3/ 'nee  of  peace—"  because  they  have  no  other  interests 
the  of  the  working  class/' 

£an  (he  Communists  leant  an  i mperialist  lear? 

P many  years,  however,  the  Social  Democrats  have  accused 
f wanting  a war  between  the  imperialists,  or  even  against 
05  °Soviet  Union,  in  order  to  have  (he  revolution  grow  oul  of 
'he  they  said.  As  if  the  Communist  Parties  f/trcugkoul  ike 
(1; JJj  jid  not  have  energetic  campaigns  to  their  credit  in  their 
^ggle  against  imperialist  war  ! 

‘ jf  the  Communist  International,  issued  from  the  struggle 
■nst  the  war  and  against  anti-Soviet  intervention,  had  not 


bought  vigorously  and  successfully  for  jK-ace  during  the  course 
of  its  glorious  past  ! Particularly  in  1923,  when  the  occupation 
of  the  Ruhr  brought  Europe  to  the  brink  of  war,  and  when  the 
Second  International  rejected  our  projiosals  for  a fighting  united 
front  1 Social-Democrats  have  levelled  this  slander  against 

us  As  if  our  French  Communist  Party  had  not  achieved  brilliant 
successes  in  the  struggle  against  imperialist  War. 

Our  French  Party  has  in  its  ranks  many  of  those  who  all 
through  the  last  slaughter,  and  particularly  in  1917  and  191S, 
participated  in  and  led  the  great  revolutionary  strikes  and  the 
great  military  mutinies  of  those  red  years. 

As  if  our  French  Party  did  not  count  the  following  as  its 
most  glorious  pages,  precisely  in  this  field  of  struggle  against 
war  at  the  directives  of  the  C.I.  '•  *92I>  with  the  struggle  against 
the  call  to  the  colours  of  the  conscript  levy  which  “ hod  lo  seize 
Germany  by  t he  throat  1923.  against  the  occupation  of  the 

-I- . 


Ruhr,  .uni  lur  the  fraterm/at ion  of  itu-  l^unu  h 

. 1 « * i 4 1 Si4  I 1 I 1 I 


Mi,., 


These  facts  answer  the  self-seeking  libels  (>f  tJl 
ported  their  own  imperialism  at  each  of  those  _Su 

answer  the  lies  of  tho>e  who  claim  that  we  want  T}/*' 

to  mint!  what  our  Party  did  to  have  the  French  sol  *>y 
the  Ruhr  and  the  Klntu-lam!  fraternise  with  the  hit? 

niativ  against  their  militarists  and  their  A*.  of  r J 


many  against  their  militarists  ami  tlivir  warniom.  rs  Q*/ 
in  the  arrest  <>t  our  Political  Bureau,  with  Martel  . u^iti . 
its  head,  for  “ endangering  the  external  security  of  tl i ;* 

In  no  country  of  the  world  have  the  Comnnmi.sts  L 
strength,  their  lihc-rty,  or  their  lives  in  this  struct l*8!, ^tir 
threats  of  imperialist  war.  Kainst  ti6 

The  I'.S.S. R. — /I  Force  for  Peace 
Some  renegades,  with  the  miserable  Doriot  at  the  f 
are  trying  to  injure  the  Soviet  Union  by  repeating  exac^U^0111' 
Hitler  says  against  it.  They  accuse  it  of  wanting  war.  * ' 'v^*t 

As  if  the  Soviet  Union  could  be  anything  else  than 
for  peace  ! ‘ a Mrcf 


1|  -h-  v i4^V  VJ*  * Vr  lUAIilV  i L fm  rs  ; W 3f  if 

tinuation  of  politics  by  other  means.”  Now,  what  can  the  ^ ^ 
of  an  imperialist  state  be?  Evidently  the  policy  that  is 
the  only  law  ruling  it,  the  law  of  the  quest  for  profits  i c ^ 
I>olicy  of  imperialist  expansion  which  fatallv  leads  to  " ^ 
conflicts,  ' ‘ drm^ 


Now  the  quest  for  profits  does  not  exist  in  the  Soviet  LV 
because  it  is  the  Land  of  Socialism.  If  a capitalist  counT’ 
had  constructed  one-hundredth  part  of  a Magnitogorsk  0/J 
Turksib,  the  speculators  would  have  made  millions ! That  * 

why  the  U.S.S.R.  by  its  very  economic  and  social  structur* 
cannot  want  any  expansion,  any  war.  * 

Capitalism  has  disappeared  in  the  Soviet  Union.  The  general 
aims  of  its  policy  are  fixed  in  a clear  and  precise  manner  both 
by  the  Congress  of  the  Communist  Party  of  the  Soviet  Union 
and  by  the  Congress  of  Soviets.  They  are  published,  broadcast 
over  the  radio,  printed  in  millions  of  copies.  And  our  gr«j 
Comrade  Stalin  does  not  let  an  occasion  pass  for  calling  them 
to  mind.  He  himself  sees  to  it  that  they  are  realised.  These 
aims  are  the  steady  raising  of  the  well-being  of  the  whole  toiling 

8 


-nil.  t,l€  ?r«nr  old  motto  as  its  highest  goal  : " To  e 
V.1*  cds from  each  according  to  his  abilities.” 

If)  * * T Tniftf)  illll  fti  lyhritiA  fnrf'K  r 


line  of  classless  society,  the  advance  towards 


fo  each 


0& 


is  a’hy  t'lL  ‘c  basic  goals,  cannot  help  wanting  peace, 
?*,ed  »P°n!t  the  opportunity  of  continuing  its  tremendous 
a#*01*5  ' otion , unique  in  the  history  of  mankind. 

^■jl  trflt*  *...  ,t  construction  the  Soviet  Union  aids  the  world 
^ its  So^’.V^jie  colonial  peoples.  That  is  why  it  has  become 
a,»  If  the  toilers  of  the  whole  world,  the  free  fedora- 
£>erIr  which  so  many  oppressed  peoples  art  turning,  that 
V"  „ to'v8f  , ''  violently  hated  by  the  imperialists  of  all  the 
vhy  ‘l  ,s  ^ 

^jr]d.  I*rcoli  called  to  mind  the  decisive  steps  of  this 

" yytcfd^y  starting  with  the  appeal  by  the  Second  Congress 
i3ce  P°  / HI  Peoples  and  lo  .-Iff  Belligerent  Govern- 

jf  ^Vv  lhC  very  nig111  P°wer  was  seized,  November  7,  1917. 
t*<nis'  , has  not  the  Soviet  Union  often  demonstrated  its 

\foretiv  ’acc^  j shall  content  myself  with  adding  two  argu- 
desire  *°r  tboSe  given  yesterday  by  Ercoli.  Was  not  the  Soviet 
tn«°ts  *^c  f,rst  to  make  a concrete  and  precise  proposal  for 
U>i°n  simultaneous  and  controlled  disarmament  in  1927  at 
***  ? ’ After  this  was  rejected,  did  it  not  again  on  several 
Gene'ans  make  proposals  for  partial  disarmament,  always 

Si'  with  sarcasm  ? 

Soviet  ambassadors  have  been  assassinated;  Vorovsky  in 
c tzerland,  Voikov  in  Warsaw;  others  have  been  expelled  like 
5"  dits  even  in  Paris.  The  imperialists  arrest  Soviet  consuls 
**f  Soviet  citizens,  as,  for  example,  the  railway  men  of  Man- 
*T  •_  Armed  forces  have  violated  the  territory  of  the  Soviet 


Soviet  Union p all  of  whose  forces  are  con- 


Pnion  on  several  ocasions.  What  country’  would  have  tolerated 
such  provocation?  Not  a single  one  ! The  Bey  of  Algiers’  blow 
with  a fan  in  the  face  of  an  envoy  of  the  French  Government  suf- 
ficed as  a pretext  for  putting  Algeria  to  fire  and  the  sword  for 
fifty  years.  The  pretext  for  France’s  declaration  of  war  upon 
Germany  in  July,  1870,  was  found  in  the  fact  that  King  William 
had  considered  it  needless  to  receive  the  French  Ambassador  one 

evening ! 

Here  then  is  a proved  fact : the  interests  of  the  proletariat  m 
oower  in  the  Soviet  Union  lie  in  peace;  it  could  not  be  otherwise. 
And  because  this  is  also  in  the  interest  of  the  toiling  masses  of 
all  the  world,  the  Soviet  Union  has  made  enormous  sacrifices 
for  the  cause  of  peace,  sacrificing  even  the  lives  of  its  best  sons. 


aJ 


III.  RELATIONS  BETWEEN  Till*:  SOVIET  iin- 

FRANCE  NI°RAk 

Thus,  the  major  centre  of  war  in  Europe  is  amonB 
fascists— the  major  force  for  peace  is  in  the  Soviet' 7 ^illr. 
Land  of  Socialism,  Jn*oa, 

Com  ratio  Amiri*  Marly  then  defined  the  position  of  1 

bourgeoisie  in  the  present  situation.  His  argutnei  .t  ^Baiei, 
summed  up  as  follows  : 1 *«ay  ^ 

The  French  bourgeoisie  is  not  interested  in  wur  a(  ,, 
time.  The  victory  it  icon  tn  101S  has  enabled  it  to  ■ ' 


i mi  me  use 
Europe. 


r ich es , and  has  e n su  red  it  hegc m o n y j,!‘  ?! ?! 


CaWlafi,, 


Now,  it  r eell  knows  that  it  defeated  its  German  rival  > 

5’  months  of  'em  and  i vith  the  considerable  aid  <>i  //.  'V 


powerful  imperialisms  in  the  world.  It  realises  that  it  to’!!0« 
difficult  to  resist  successfully  a fascist  Germany  ^ 

equipped,  whose  population  is  half  as  targe  again  as  its 


On  the  other  hand,  the  ruling  classes  of  France  realise 
there  exists  a formidable  power,  the  Soviet  Union,  whici  j 
become  one  of  the  most  highly  industrial  powers  in  the  -\i 
scorld,  and  hence  possesses  a corresponding  military  might  '"n* 
power  wants  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  has  proved  it  M0  !' 
over,  the  proletariat  and  the  masses  of  the  population  of  Ft  ^ 
sympathise  profoundly  with  the  Land  of  the  Soviets,  and  see** 
its  peace  policy  a rampart  of  general  security.  Thus  France  tu  "* 
toveards  the  Soviet  Union. 


Andre  Marty  continued  : 

Is  it  not  logical  therefore,  that  the  Soviet  Union,  which  pup  ■ 
the  defence  of  peace  above  everything,  should  at  once  sign  a pact  I 
of  mutual  assistance  with  capitalist  France? 

(b)  Should  Imperialist  Contradictions  be  Utilised?  t 

True  enough,  the  interests  that  lead  French  imperialism  to 
peace  have  altogether  different  aims  than  those  of  the  Soviet  I 
Union.  But  why  could  not  the  latter  support  states  that  arc-  I 
interested  in  peace  for  other  reasons  than  itself?  We  French 
Communists  know  very  well  that  the  aims  of  French  imperialism 
do  not  have  in  mind  the  interests  of  the  toiling  masses,  hui 
merely  the  maintenance  of  its  power.  But  we  also  know  very 
well  that  the  toiling  masses  of  France  and  of  the  whole  world  I 
consider  peace  one  of  their  dearest  possessions,  and  that  is  why 
our  Political  Bureau  took  a public  stand,  from  the  very  start, 
for  the  Franco-Soviet  Pact  of  Mutual  Assistance. 
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criticise  the  pact  of  mutual  assistance,  lit  is 
‘ end  the  brolxtariAn 


t0  1*78.  »9.Q  and  i*o : 

liaS  Jfe  the  al>solute  devotion  of  the  workers  and 
d"  jjeCaH^  .°  goVjyt  regime,  because  of  the  absolute  devotion 
!^pts  to  . ^ 0f  the  Workers’  and  Peasants’  Red  Army. 

JJ'd  the  hef°lS,’{  ;ii(1  0f  thc  international  proletariat. 

2.  Bec#u^  tllc  imperialists  were  divided  among  themselves. 

;.  Because  ^ ever  understand  the  Soviet  Union’s  pur- 
Sot  a , t1nt  welds  all  its  enemies  into  a single  bloc  against 
suing  a 1 ,\.irPms  understand  very  well,  as  Lenin  emphasised, 
:t  The  ‘ proletarian  state  to  make  use  of  the  contrad.c- 

the  duty  ot  t‘  v bourgeoisies  of  different  countries.  And  that 
,ions  het'veVv{ut  rnion  was  perfectly  right  in  signing  the  pact 

is  why  the  * . with  French  imperialism. 

„r  mutual  a>si  „_,i«  (winre  - " Only  the  action  oi 


filing  a * i understand  very  well,  as  i.emn  empu.wi»=u , 

• The  T'ok  ‘ proietarian  state  to  make  use  of  the  contradic- 
the  duty  oi  « l bourgeoisies  (>f  different  countries.  And  that 
tions  betu^v^t  Uuion  was  perfectly  right  in  signing  the  pact 
is  why  tho  *■  . with  French  imperialism, 

of  mutrL  !hcse  same  renegades  declare:  " Only  the  action  of 
e proletariat  vs  a true  guarantee  of  peace.”  I hat  is  correct 

»nd  t?3VmaSyOUwe  are  not  yet  strong  enough  in  the  capitalist 
Unfortunate  y,  e the  magnificent  and  heroic 

--ref  our  sister  party,  who  can  guarantee  that  the  German 
struggle  restrain  Hitler’s  arm?  No  one,  obviously.  Thus, 

>he  S»virt  Union's  casting  Us  trenien- 
the  toilers  can  on  > 1 1 ntee  peace  through  its  pacts 

*g  a^d  Czcci-osiovnkin.  pacts  open  to  all,  which  there- 

fore  threaten  no  one.  duratioa  Qf  such  pacts  may  be,  no 

*°  Tlt"nrar  oT,  l!!  4p«entioU  by  bourgeois  states  may 
matter  how  precanou.  h nevertheless  impor- 

be  in  the  cose  o « ^ a new  imperialist 

Zlu  X °And  thus  they  sort,  the  interests  of  the  intentional 
proletariat  and  of  the  toilets  of  all  counlr.es. 

(c,  Who  is  AiUuki»l  the  Pactt  The  OH»»‘«‘s  «t  «“  S"“** 

for  Peace  tt  s S R.  obviously  does  not 

This  consistent  peace  policy  o ‘ ;mp0rtant  capitalist 

satisfy  everybody.  In  France,  P the  attempt  at 

groups  have  abandoned  h°f*  Soviet  power 


II 


through  force  of  arms.  Their  fascist  agents  o 

t h 4 * T IV  k I i.  ■ i > L'  I fltci.lruf  I n k > l >•  i > . * u'OSo 


the  noisiest  display  of  a spurious  patriotism,  j,  .,  ! * WJ,0 
Land  of  the  Soviets,  at  the  same  time  striving  ir.°'V  aR»iiiMnalct 
negotiations  with  Hitler,  from  whom  they  e\i, . . . !lV 

monetary  aid  in  France.  Let  me  first  say  tivit^o -n‘atfttial  - 
inspired  hy  Hitler,  indicates  how  much  the  pact  f CaMpai‘,l<l 
hampering  the  war  policy  of  the  Nazis.  And* thee 
U tacked  the  pact  violently.  ’ flav£ 


A ml 
intervi 


i * i v | vtmvL,  i.  » ii/iv  ■ 1 1 i jp  * ’ v - 1 j ^ 

;i  along  comes  the  sorry  renegade  Do  riot  who 
iew  with  a bourgeois  newspaper,  Le  Petit  JourTf**  ’n  a, 

* th\ 


M It  is  inadmissible  for  the  policy  of  a hit*  br  # : 

be  dominated  by  the  diplomatic  needs  of  a for,-ii.,7Ul  Duty  , 
matter  what  one  it  is  (When  he  says  a foreign  c°\lrUry  r> 

the  Sov  iet  Union— A.  M.)  I dread  this  Russian  alJiane 
I believe  that  Russia  is  interested,  or  thinks  it  is  ;m  L‘  **caiiv. 
war,  while  we  want  peace.  Peace  must  be  sought  for  in 

logical  means,  Frunco-G ertnan  rapprochement.  ” ' 1 ‘,e  ni^j 


Doriot  thus  calls  for  rapprochement  with  the  horiihi 
t toners  of  the  German  proletariat,  against  the  Soviet 

The  results  of  such  a policy  would  be  the  consol  id  a<- 
the  Nazi  dictatorship  and  the  establishment  of  a power fi? 
against  the  U.S.S.R.;  it  would  mean  immediate  war.  Th  • T? 
fascists,  Jean  Goy  and  Robert  Monnier,  who  dined  with 
and  promptly  called  for  a Franco-German  Rapprochement 
not  however,  dare  to  go  as  far  as  Doriot.  And  here  is  th  ’ * !J 
who  has  the  effrontery  to  want  to  participate  in  the  orLnniwn* 
of  a “ New  Zimmcrwald,”  as  he  puts  it,  with  a few  renoen  t°n 
of  his  stamp  and  with  deluded  Socialist  militants.  It  68 

to  see  what  he  is  aiming  at— he  is  aiming  at  the  organisations 
an  anti-Soviet  bloc.  of 

Truly,  it  would  have  been  hard  for  Doriot  to  slide  more  nuirl-i 
down  the  slippery  slope  of  treachery.  Iy 

(d)  Comrade  Stalin's  Declaration 

Hut  what  is  there  in  the  communique*  broadcast  from  Moscow- 
after  the  negotiations  with  Laval  ? First  of  all : 


" The  representatives  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  of  France  wen- 

able  to  assure  themselves  that  their  constant  efforts  in  all  on- 

visaged  diplomatic  undertakings  clearly  aimed  at  the  same  goal- 

the  maintenance  of  ])eace  by  the  organisation  of  collective 
security.”  c 


12 


■ 


. niv  l he  ack.mwlc.lgmcnt  of  a fact  that  1 have  already 
H *hc  ^v»et  Lmon-s  desire  for  peace.  and 

to  ,K^CC,°”  h.e  vvt  of  xnptrialiM  France, 

£ the  iiionu-m  ihv  latter  is  not  interested  in  war. 


^ comuiU°s : 


(the  reprvsen  tali ves  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  of  France) 

**  ^mpK-tely  a«recd  upon  acknowledK,ng_in  the  present  state 

v-eff  mternati01131,.  situation— the  obligations  of  states  sincerely 
. safeguarding  of  [x.*ace  t„  * _ ..  J 


SfiJ  to  the  safeguarding  of  peace UiT^SL 

*tlff  incumbent  til*>n  them  m the  very  interest  of  the  main, 
lid?  0f  peace,  not  to  allow  thetr  means  of  national  defence 
•^at  all  weakened.  In  this  respect.  M.  Stalin  understands 
to,  fully  approves  the  national  defence  jxjlicy  carried  out  by 
i«re  to  maintain  its  armed  forces  at  the  level  necessary  to  its 


jtcttfity* 

^ Revolutionary  Dt fence 

for  the  Soviet  Union,  no  toiler  can  doubt  that  it  is  the 
^ntial  duty  of  the  Soviet  proletariat  to  organise  its  security 
Defence  of  the  resolution  is  the  first  elementary  duty  of  the 
proletariat  in  power.  Ercoli  reminded  us  of  what  Lenin  wrote  on 
*hb  subject  long  before  the  imperialist  war.  Was  it  not  Jaurfcs 
himself,  a reformist  hut  devoted  to  the  working  class,  and  a 
sincere  enemy  of  war,  who  wrote  : 

11  The  iieople  that  first  enter  Socialism  will  immediately  see- 
the frantic  reactionary  powers  hurl  themselves  upon  it.  It  would 
be  lost  if  it  were  not  itself  ready  to  take  up  the  sword,  to  answer 
dicll  for  shell,  in  order  to  give  the  working  class  of  other 
countries  time  to  organise  and  rise  in  their  turn.”  (Petite 
ftipublique,  July  24,  1S97.) 

The  need  for  a workers’  and  peasants’  Red  .Irmy,  armed  artJ 
powerfully  equipped  for  modern  warfare  is  obvious  to  every  honest 
toiler.  The  bourgeoisie,  the  French  bourgeoisie  in  particular,  is 
wasting  its  time  in  heaping  sarcastic  comment  ui>oti  the  fact 
that  tlie  Communists  of  all  countries  and  the  French  Communists 
admire  the  development  of  the  Red  Army. 

Let  us  now  examine  the  part  of  the  communique-  that  concerns 
France : 

Hy  virtue  of  the  defensive  pact  of  mutual  assistance,  the  Soviet 
Union  lends  its  great  economic  and  military  jiower  to  the  security 
of  the  French  people  against  Hitlerite  aggression.  The  Soviet 
Union  is  justified,  therefore,  in  demanding  reciprocity  from  the 

J3 


PYench  government;  without  it  the  pact  that  ii  sj 
nothing  but  a fool's  bargain  for  the  toilers  ((f  the  £*>ui,] 
and  the  whole  world.  *VM  L‘nj  * 

The  overwhelming  majority  of  the  toilers  of  pratlc 
stood  that  quite  well.  True  enough,  it  e,  in  not  be  *"  i lav  “nrj,, 
for  u short  time  the  French  Party  was  somewhat  trJ  n ***  th 
a few  days  after  the  communique  read  by  Laval  i„  \C 

infonnatory  meeting  of  5,000  active  members  and  sv  <>>iCovv,  it 
of  the  Party  in  live  Paris  regions  unanimously  (exJL- 'll  ;il,liser\ 


f 1 

ten  days  later.  Their  results  were  an  endorsement  0f  tj 
policy  of  the  U.S.S.R.  and  the  policy  of  the  French  Com  ***** 


policy 

Parte. 


miuni« 


It  is  precisely  because  of  the  extent  of  the  anti-fascist 
in  France  that  there  is  widespread  anxiety  in  the  cou,,/^ 
the  face  of  Nazi  armaments.  The  security  of  the  country  ;i 
the  Hitlerite  bandits  is  a dominant  preoccupation  of  the f 
and  esireciallv  of  the  middle  classes,  particularly  the  ° . 
numerous  urban  petty  bourgeoisie,  the  peasants  and  the  in*  m*' 


tuals.  And  this  is  all  the  more  so  because  these  sections  of  t 
population  forget  or  do  not  know  of  the  existence  of  a rev  , 
tionary  proletariat  in  Germany,  of  a Communist  Party  that  li  ■*J' 
and  fights  heroically  in  the  face  of  a frightful  terror.  Uv' 


Now  these  very  important  sections  of  the  population  see  tw. 
the  great  Land  of  the  Soviets,  whose  leaders  have  been  accused 
of  being  bloody  destroyers,  is  intervening  to  guarantee  peace  with 
all  its  economic  and  military  might.  The  Soviet  Union  ant]  jt. 
governing  Party,  the  Bolsheviks,  now  appear  to  them  in  , 
different  light. 

And  naturally  enough,  the  French  Communists,  likewise  still 
often  considered  as  barbarous  destroyers  also  benefit  by  this  fact 

Hence,  the  more  favourable  reception  accorded  our  campaigns 
and  our  slogans. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  big  bourgeoisie  and  the  French  fascists 
are  going  to  try  and  are  already  trying  to  make  use  of  this  situa. 
tion  to  endeavour  to  intensify  their  nationalist  and  chauvinist 
propaganda.  It  will  thus  be  up  to  us  to  redouble  our  efforts  to 
develop  on  all  occasions  both  effective  solidarity  with  the  German 
proletariat  and  the  struggle  against  the  Hitler  executioners,  the 
allies  and  counsellors  of  the  French  fascists. 


demonstrations  against  the  swastika  flag 
mplc,  ^nusl  never  forget  to  demonstrate  not  merely 
par  c*a  drips  ' i,ut  also  for  Thaelmann,  in  order  to  show 

X f**ist  .hat  it  is  not  they  whom  we  are  booing,  hut 

X?  the  German  proletariat.  M J>j>lauie.) 

' , . n-s  j*,litical  line  of  peace,  outlined  and  applied 

* qoviet  kl*1101  .*  statin,  thus  appears  not  merely  as  correct, 

* feat  Comra  ,ty  fjis)^on  tjlc  rallying  of  the  French  toil- 

to' "L  aidi®*  ,n  V 0. seism.  It  is  rendering  a new  and  inestimable 

WS  ,“,f  j»tern»tion»l  proletariat. 

*****  ATTITUDE  OF  THE  FRENCH  COMMUNIST 

iV-  TllE  PARTY 

tv  bourgeoisie,  certain  Social-Democratic  leaders, 
The  reacting  - d^m  that  ever  since  the  pact  of  mutual 

nA  the  re,ie^  - contradiction  between  the  i>olicy  of  the 
* - ..«tice  tner  »v,r.  rVummunist  Partv  of  the 


^stance  the  ■ the  policy  of  the  Communist  Party  of  the 
5rU*  Union,  n ^ Qf  ^ French  Communist  Party  which 

Soviet.  Un*0";nst  war  credits  and  the  prolongation  of  the  term 
k voting  “f*  . atM.  ;s  fighting  against  the  militarisation  of 


is  voting  •**“"*.  and  is  fighting  against  the  militarisation  of 
of  mil'taO'  the  \vhote  civilian  population  under  the  pretext 

r°Ut*nauvres  against  a gas  attack. 

°f  «Lt  then  is  the  position  of  the  French  Communist  Party? 

W * ^ it  dearly  in  the  appeal  that  our  Central  Committee 
We/this  April  ‘together  with  nine  other  parties,  sections  of 
^r  i rom  which  l quote  the  following  sentence  : 

‘heC-I*.  counter-revolutionary  war  against  the  fatherland 

o£ Socialism,  wc  wdl  fipht  for  the  defeat  of  every 

ys-’ rr  - a 

™ arc  supporting  - * — 

r - - — « - 

inneoisie  aid  »M>'?  i*c<-  ari,nt  de(end«s  ot 

But  just  because  u e are  an  ■ French  bourgeoisie 

the  pact,  we  have  no  ^nfidenc^at  aU  *at  th  ^ 

will  apply  It.  end  still  k . P . ,t  r the  negotiations  tvitb 

not  stated  in  the  comraunit|u6  issued 


« m j.  _ A. 


*5 


*'  The  Soviet  and  French  representatives  mop., 
tlu-it  resolution  to  neglect  nothing  in  the  course  of  »i,’v-r 
lion  to  forward,  with  the  help  <>(  all  the  Rovernmcllttlr 
a policy  of  peace,  the  imptoiu  went  <•/  /’Otilicai  c©M,j -J .s‘,l>hori^:‘' 
alone  can  re-estaMisli  between  people*,  the  omfid,.,-. 
aide  for  the  development  of  the  moral  and  iiwiierini Wu!'Mw..  ‘ 
liuropean  solidarity."  * lt'k‘tX‘su"', 

Now,  the  French  bourgeoisie  is  not  improving  t) 
conditions  for  restoring  conlidence.  Quite  the  contr-.-^ 


ontr«ry. 

'*  air  re..—  **lHs 


not  pursue  a consistent  pence  policy.  . . the  agre.  tl  ^<Hs 

signed  at  Rome  have  given  fascist  Italy  a free  hand  in  ^.n,c,1W  it 
The  assurances  given  by  France  are  of  such  a nature 
has  just  withdrawn  two  divisions  from  the  French  j\],  *lat  *taly 
tier.  Now,  peace  is  indivisible.  Who  docs  not  underst^  fr0[5- 
example,  that  a new  world  war  can  grow  out  of  war  in  ,\i 'Uu|.’  for 
Thus,  the  French  bourgeoisie  is  not  pursuing  a pc-uv 


internationally. 


l*>ltCy 


And  the  Communists  do  not  intend  to  renounce  the  ;tk. 
indeixntdence  of  the  working  class,  which  we  will  never  IcatT- 
the  " sacred  union.”  ,nh 

Moreover,  hoiv  ~va$  the  pact  signed? 

The  French  government  wanted  to  satisfy  two  of  the  (w, 
aspirations  of  the  toilers  of  France : low  of  peace  and  ]ov.  ' 
the  Soviet  Union.  The  toilers  of  France  arc,  in  fact,  passional  ?' 
following  everything  that  happens  in  the  Soviet  Union,  ft  ' 
attach  an  inestimable  value  to  everything  that  comes  from  n? 
Soviet  Union.  They  thrill  with  enthusiasm  over  the  success.! 
of  Socialist  construction.  They  manifest  their  solidarity  on  ever 
occasion.  After  the  Maxim  Corky  disaster,  for  instance, 
workers  spontaneously  collected  money  in  many  factories  of  the 
Paris  region  to  build  a new  airplane  of  the  same  type,  and 
these  sums  to  VHumaniU  forty-eight  hours  after  the  accident,  fo! 
transmission  to  the  Soviet  government.  {Applause.) 

Great  French  scientists  also  admire  the  Soviet  Union.  Thev 
sec  that  in  the  Land  of  Socialism  the  scientists,  the  seamen  and 
the  rescuers  of  the  Chelyuskin,  the  explorers  of  the  stratosphere, 
are  national  heroes,  whereas  in  France  honours  and  pensions  art 
reserved  for  fascist  colonels,  and  the  foremost  radiologists  of 
Paris  hold  their  consultations  in  wooden  barracks  in  the  hospital; 
of  Paris. 

Andr6  Marty  concludes  from  this  that  a solidarity  movement 
of  such  extent,  •which  comprises  all  the  sections  of  the  population, 

1 6 


the  governmental  circles  for  collaboration 
j press*1*0  °* ,pT  tur,  struggle  for  peace. 

uSfX?!fV  S‘S‘fi‘  ^ have  ‘ we  that  the  pact  wilt  be  put  info 
5*'" ' . -,«ir*«(cc5 _ nment  will  not  yield  to  the  attacks  of 

j?td  d that  »bc  *»  , most  reactionary  elements,  advocates  of 

cb»uVSderitc9  ? 

with  the  » guarantees.  Moreover,  there  are  many 
cP°°  vc  no  sllC  , c.irrying  on  fascist  propaganda  in  the 

"'e  who  nrc„.?P‘:’0?dier-corres, indents  of  I’HumaniU  report 
fie*!*  mllinir  for  mining  the  kiery 


1 colonel  openly  calling  for  joining  the  Fiery 
KrCh  and  -VJ  such  officers  insulting  the  Red  Army  of 
and  such  ' thejr  speeches  to  the  soldiers,  and  calling 
^^vict  Unt°n  struggle.  In  a very  recent  article  (L'Ocuure 
tbe*rti'Conimun  fnrmer  Air  Minister.  Pierre  Cot,  revealed  the 
lol July  2S>-  jTfs'  fL.ar  that  in  case  of  trouble  officers  would 
jfj,  C?  ts  over  to  fascism,  which  he  said  ” would  evoke 

!jw  *heir  TuI  shift  of  other  soldiers  over  to  the  side  of  the 
j0d  excuse 


hift  oi  otner  ^ — 

The  moral  disintegration  of  the  army  would 

In  this  case  all  mobilisation  would  become 


peoPlc 

follow  ; 

^possible-  have  we  that  this  army  will  not  be  thrown 

vVhat  gua  - peasants  in  battle  to-morrow,  as  has  been 

***  t Seva,  and  in  .ha  Asturias?  The  recent 

*e  C^n  Brit  and  Tonlon  indicate  the  contrary.  What  guaran- 
events  m we  that  it  will  cease  oppressing  and  martyrising  the 

Tfcvedpeoples  of  the  colonies? 

£ fill  That  is  why  we  are  voting  against  the  monstrous 

STfor  war  * a lime  when  poverty  has  never  been  as  great 
C France  for  the  last  thirty-five  years. 

‘"n  nns  of  emergency  decrees,  the  government  is  squeezing 
By  T nfon  francs  out  of  those  employed  by  the  state  and  the 
?Vmiblk  services,  and  out  of  the  ex-service  men,  in  order  to 
K the  uS  sum  thus  collected  into  the  war  budget. 

And  nevertheless,  it  5*5 

by  the  progressive  taxatton  of  fortune  f foUow  ,he  „adi. 

Lw  ^.tVnTRevolution,  when  Thurio.  declared  in 

the  Convention  in  i?93: 

great  *victor>^£  .h"r»Ve 

defence  of  the  Republic- 


■tnd ri  Marly  concludes  front  ( hi s that  the  1,?,,.. 

* . » . • » i j _ • . 


That  is  why  our  Party  has  set  as  one  <>(  its  «lost 
the  conquest  of  the  army  for  the  people,  both  to  preji^^  task, 
against  it  ami  to  ensure  the  application  of  the  'l?1  Us,, 

treaty  of  peace.  ‘“'co-Sg^ 

Anti  I shall  conclude  my  expose  with  this  cmcsti 
conquest  of  the  army  for  the  people,  on  °f  tHt 

In  the  fact  of  tlve  fascist  menace  in  France a mc 

is  growing  rapidly — the  question  " On  whose  side  is  the  ^ l^t 
is  the  subject  of  considerable  controversy  at  the  pres t,  *nj^  ” 
The  fascists — the  Action  Franfaisc  and  the  Croix  tie  p , 

Cross),  above  all — are  redoubling  their  activity  to  uiii  *'try 
officers  and  soldiers.  And  that  is  one  of  the  most  burnir 
tions  of  the  day  for  the  struggle  against  fascism  and  tit  ■ V!Uts' 
of  war.  * atl(ter 


Andr£  Marty  sot  forth,  inter  alia  ; On  July  7 jn 
with  the  organisers  of  the  people’s  rally  of  July  14  the  r-  011:11  * 
Committee  of  the  Communist  Party  of  France  throu  K*tr^ 
delegate  to  the  anti-fascist  assembly  of  the  Paris  regions  prt  1,5 
the  establishment  of  soldiers'  com  mil  lees  for  the  defence  / ^ 
constitution  and  the  republic,  in  order  to  check  the  intrigu  . 
the  fascist  officers  and  organisations  within  the  army.  S ^ 


And  at  the  anti-fascist  rally  in  Paris  on  July  i.j  jast 
Radical  deputy  Rucart,  on  behalf  of  all  the  organising  grou,  * 
addressed  special  greetings  to  the  army,  calling  upon  it  not  t 
become  “ the  instrument  of  a factional  minority  and  to  be  ft 
defender  of  liberty.”  ' * 


Andr£  Marty  then  calls  to  mind  the  attitude  of  the  Communist* 
towards  the  capitalist  army.  The  Communists,  as  Lenin  has 
taught  us,  and  as  has  been  particularly  restated  by  the  Thesis 
of  the  Sixth  Congress  of  the  C.I.,  are  against  insubordination 
against  desertion.  They  answer  the  summons  to  mobilisation 
even  for  a reactionary  war.  They  enter  the  army,  endeavour  to 
learn  well  the  handling  of  arms  there,  to  struggle  there  against 
chauvinist  propaganda. 

In  the  struggle  for  winning  the  army  for  the  people,  there 
is  a task  directly  linked  up  with  that : the  task  of  winning  the 
young,  whom  the  fascists  and  reactionary  elements  are  trying 


j aKe  on  by  waging  a violent  campaign 
{0m  the,  *:,t  teachers  and  professors.  Now  in  France, 

(fi*  *h  j»nti'*aSC^  teachers  and  professors  art  antifascists  and 

hat  is  an  excellent  l>oi»t  of  support  for  all  our 
#e  gt^rgoni^d'  the  young  and  hence  the  army  for  the  people, 

>flf  w»n'"n?nf)W  bow  to  employ. 

vVC  must  K for  the  people  is  the  highest  guarantee  that 

tfb^niog  tllC  will  not  be  employed  against  the  i>eop)e-,  it  is 
French  »r,”>  ^,3  shall  not  happen  again,  when  the  French 

1 ea3f:inte^  * r into  Germany  at  the  time  when  the  proletarian 
jnarch'11^  dissolved  the  soldiers’  councils,  as  was 

<J>n  b*’®  ? for  instance;  it  is  the  guarantee  that  k>iq 
***  &&  nt  ;ar  a-:iin,  with  its  attacks  against  the  Soviets  in 

,.jll  °ot  anA  Russia. 

FL.flgary  V.  OUR  TASK 

■ our  jjosition  in  the  face  of  the  present  threats  of 
g0ch  tkenore  particularly,  in  view  of  the  threat  to  the  Soviet 

we  well  know  that  only  the  final  overthrow  of 
Of  coUIj°ntination  will  abolish  wars.  But  if  we  know  how  to 
caP»3list  £ masses,  we  shall  be  able  to  retard  and  prevent  an 
juobihs*  ^ an<1  first  Gf  an  a military  attack  upon  the  Soviet 
jOlpCf 

ting  this  attack,  smashing  it  if  it  should  break  out, 
FrCVlring  the  victory  of  the  Red  Army,  does  not  mean  for  the 
bJ'  aSSU  f the  whole  world,  and  for  those  in  France  particularly, 
toilers®.  _n  >n  or<iinary  anti-capitalist  action.  The  defence 

Soviet  Union  is  the  defence  of  the  proletariat’s  future,  of 
oftne,„  life  And  that  is  why  we  shall  do  everything  we  can 

lis_rtssfully  to  assure  this  defence. 

SUThc  past  gives  us  the  greatest  hopes  for  the  future  In  the 
„ 1018-20  the  toilers  of  the  Soviet  Union,  t:ie  Workers  am 
Ss-mts’  Red  Army  repulsed  the  aggression  of  fourteen 
Lnerialist  nations.  The  heroism  of  the  Red  Army,  of  the  parti- 
0f  the  Red  Guards,  was  admirable.  But  all  of  them  learnt 
:n  the  struggle  the  military  technique  that  they  had  not  known. 
The  arms  tf  the  Workers’  and  Feasants’  Red  Army  were  often 
"L  means  of  transport  primitive,  its  commissary  niter- 
a7n!nt’  The  enterprises  behind  the  front  were  almost  entirely 

disorganised  by  the 

!TheU|omm Tx>1  i tical  com m is^rs . like  the  soldiers 
of  the  Year  II  of  the  Great  brench  Revolution  . 


■■  r/u'v  marched  alang  stoging.  thcit  souls  ti  <f/ft0l„ 
fcci  without  shoes-  u' 

And  it  v m*  ultdel  these  conditions  tli.u  our  gloriuu*  . 
defeated  enemies  ten  times  its  si/e,  ;i  thousand  t,..  ^ Art, 
armed,  the  leading  armies  of  the  world  ! Why  ? j, W 
tremendous  prestige  of  tile  October  Revolution  was  shaki""*  Uit 
talism  in  every  count!  y in  the  world,  and  as  a result  j.11*'*!*. 
composed  of  workers  and  peasants  ! ’ s 

Anil  that  took  plat  e when  there  were  practically  no  Cr.u 
Parties  in  the  capitalist  countries  ! The  proletarian  reV'T'*"*’* 
moreover,  acted  through  its  prestige  rather  than  hy  ip,  ,!’  U,ifJ1'1 
achievements,  which  could  not  yet  be  manifest.  j ncT*t( 

Soviet  Union  is  a formidable  power.  To-day  the  advance  nf  ^ 
well-being  of  the  toiling  masses  liberated  there  is  unprect-d- 


To-day  our  Communist  Parties  exist  in  sixty-five  count ri 
the  world.  Parties  many  of  which  have  already  been  temptaS^ 
great  heroic  struggles.  To-day  a mass  movement  exists  ar0w 
the  French  Party,  the  like  of  which  has  not  been  seen  sinCt  ,? 
Great  French  Revolution.  That  is  why  each  Party,  and 
French  Communist  Party  in  particular,  faces  obligations  sl,J 
heavier  than  those  at  the  end  of  the  first  j>eriod  of  wars  atll 


We  know  that  the  Red  Army  will  accomplish  scientifically  4iij 
with  absolute  devotion  its  duty  of  defending  the  country  wh«r» 
Socialism  is  being  built.  What  matters,  therefore,  is  that 
in  the  capitalist  countries,  be  able  to  accomplish  our  heavy,  0l3j 
very  heavy  tasks,  as  well. 

Armed  with  the  decisions  of  the  Seventh  World  Congress,  cn. 
lightened  and  guided  by  our  great  Comrade  Stalin,  we  shall 
redouble  our  efforts  to  correct  our  weaknesses  in  the  shock  temp* 
called  for  by  the  present  grave  situation,  in  order  to  be  ready 
to  conquer  new  positions  that  will  assure  new  \ictories  fr,» 
Socialism  ! < The  delegates  rise  and  applaud  furiously.) 
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